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Western Australia, owing to the discovery
of gold, has sprung into importance, and
the country is changing enormously. This
change was already apparent at the date of
the Duke's visit, and in the decade which has
elapsed since then the colony has become
one of the most promising for the intending
emigrant.
The Coolgardie goldfields, situated in a
rainless country, would be almost unwork-
able were it not for the great reservoir
constructed under the auspices of Sir John
Forrest. And this is only one example out
of many enterprises having for their end the
irrigation and development of the land.
Amongst other devices for opening up the
waterless areas is the formation of a body of
Afghan camel-drivers, who seem quite at
home in the desert regions. They formed
a picturesque feature in the procession which
passed before the Duke on the day of his
public appearance in Perth, though the
honours of the display lay with the China-
men, who made a brave show with banners,
richly - dressed children, and the customary
gigantic, and in this case playful, dragon.
That the laying of foundation-stones and
unveiling memorials in honour of the Colonial
contingents was a labour of love to His Royal